
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

In an effort to provide an enriching and challenging reading experience, we have selected the novel 
Speak, by Laurie Halse Anderson, as our final reading selection of the school year.  This is a 
contemporary novel which speaks directly to issues teens face today.  Young adult literature holds the 
power to not only teach your student the material he or she needs to succeed in the classroom, but it also 
holds the power to speak to them on a much more emotional, self-needs level. 

 
 In a review from Amazon.com, the following was provided about the novel: "Speak up for yourself--we 
want to know what you have to say." From the first moment of her freshman year at Merryweather High, 
Melinda knows this is a big fat lie, part of the nonsense of high school. She is friendless, an outcast, 
because she busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops, so now nobody will talk to her, let alone 
listen to her. As time passes, she becomes increasingly isolated and practically stops talking altogether. 
Only her art class offers any solace, and it is through her work on an art project that she is finally able to 
face what really happened at that terrible party.   In Laurie Halse Anderson's powerful novel, an utterly 
believable heroine with a bitterly ironic voice delivers a blow to the hypocritical world of high school. 
She speaks for many a disenfranchised teenager while demonstrating the importance of speaking up for 
oneself. 
   

Given that this novel deals with mature and sensitive issues, it is important that you are comfortable with 
your student reading this.  Although the book mentions an assault, it is a remote topic; it is not described 
and is only mentioned at the end of the book.  The book is about a teenage girl finding her voice to stand 
up for herself.  Please contact your student’s ELA teacher with any specific questions you may have about 
the content of the book.  We want to assure you that all topics will be handled with care, sensitivity, and 
maturity.  However, if due to the mature and sensitive issues in this novel, you are not comfortable with 
your student reading Speak, then he or she will be given an alternative reading.  In this particular case, 
there will not be another novel selected but short stories that cover the same unit theme.  

However, we hope you allow your child to participate, and we encourage you to read along and discuss 
this book with them.  It's a great book, well worth the read, not to mention a great chance to open a 
dialogue with your child about real world issues.  There is a text of the entire book found here: 

http://ricenglish.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/9/6/2396103/laurie_halse_anderson-speak.pdf 

 
 
Mrs. Caroline Myers 
Mr. Justin Maslanka  
 
Caroline.myers@tyngbsoroughps.org 
Justin.maslanka@tyngsboroughps.org  
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